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Treatment 

 

 
This planning assessment is based on land owned by the Tatham and Denniston families 
being used for Riversdale Beach Sewage Treatment Ponds.  The land proposed for the 
treatment ponds is shown on Figure 1, Pipe Route and Potential Treatment and Disposal 
Sites, located in Appendix 1:  Site Plan.  
 
Designation 
The potential locations for the treatment plant are all zoned Rural in the Masterton District 
Plan, and lie just outside of the Coastal Management Zone. Sewage treatment is not listed 
as a Permitted Activity for the rural zone and would therefore require resource consent. 
The planning maps show no heritage features, sites of significant cultural value or other 
designations in the vicinity of the treatment plant area.  Riversdale township is zoned 
Residential. These planning maps are attached at the end of this document.  
 
Drainage or sewage reticulation is defined as a Network Utility in the District Plan. Network 
utilities are permitted throughout the district. Underground pipe networks and ancillary 
equipment for sewage are permitted as of right across all zones meaning that resource 
consent would not be required. However buildings ancillary to network utilities are only 
permitted in Industrial Zones. A separate building housing a pump station, and any 
buildings associated with the treatment ponds would fall under the definition of a building 
ancillary to a network utility and resource consent would therefore be required.  
 
There is also currently a Draft Wairarapa Combined District Plan (the Combined Plan). 
This is currently a non-statutory document, and therefore has no “weight” in regard to 
decision making under the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA). However, it is likely 
that the Combined Plan will be publicly notified in the near future. At that point in time, it 
will assume Proposed status under the RMA. This means that it will become a statutory 
planning document and must be considered by RMA decision-makers. The “weight” that is 
given to provisions within the Plan by decision makers is dependant on a range of factors, 
including the determination of submission and/or appeals, and the level of integration with 
other relevant statutory planning documents. In general terms, once the Combined Plan is 
notified it should be considered in any future planning considerations. 
 
Under the Combined Plan the land the treatment plant would be located on would still be 
zoned rural and Riversdale Urban Residential as shown on the attached maps. Again, in 
the Combined Plan sewage treatment is not listed as a Permitted Actiity for the rural zone  
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and drainage or sewage reticulation is defined as a Network Utility. Network utilities would 
be permitted throughout the district. Underground pipe networks and ancillary equipment 
for sewage would be permitted as of right across all zones meaning that resource consent 
would not be required. Separate buildings for the pump station and treatment ponds would 
not fall under the definition of equipment ancillary to a network utility and resource consent 
would therefore be required. The Riversdale foreshore is zoned as a Foreshore Protection 
Area meaning that if the pump station was to be built within 50m of Mean High Water 
Spring then resource consent would be required.  
 
It is therefore recommended that proposed wastewater treatment plant (including pump 
station) be designated so as to avoid having to obtain resource consents and giving the 
plant long-term land-use rights. The rising main would be able to be built underground as a 
permitted activity. Designation as part of the treatment plant should be considered to 
ensure consistency. Other Wastewater Treatment Plants in the area that are designated 
include those in Masterton, Greytown, Featherston and Martinborough. Any water supply 
requirements could also be covered by the designation for the sewage treatment.  
 
In order to designate the land a Notice of Requirement would need to be submitted to 
Masterton District Council.  This application would need to:  

� clearly determine the nature of the proposed work, including its purpose, 
scale, staging and operations; 

� Identify and understand actual or potential effects of the work in terms of 
sustainable management of natural and physical resources; and 

� Determine what types of conditions may be necessary to avoid, remedy or 
mitigate adverse environmental effects.  

 
 
Public consultation with affected parties would also be necessary. The designation 
process is summarised in the flow chart below.  
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Resource Consent from Greater Wellington Regional Council 
 
Two major resource consents would be required from Greater Wellington for wastewater 
treatment. The first would under the Regional Plan for Discharges to Land for discharges 
containing human sewage onto or into land. The second would be under the Regional Air 
Quality Management Plan for the discharge of municipal sewage. Depending on the scope 
of the works earthworks consents under the Regional Soil Plan may also be necessary. 
Final details on whether these consents are necessary will not be known until the detailed 
design stage of the project.  These consents can be applied for together in one package, 
which is likely to be publicly notified. Public consultation with affected parties will also be 
necessary prior to submitting the consents.   
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Operative Masterton District Planning Map – General Area of Treatment Plant 
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Operative Masterton District Planning Map – Riversdale 
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Draft Wairarapa Combined District Planning Map – General Area of Treatment Plant 
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Draft Wairarapa Combined District Planning Map – So uth Riversdale 

 


