CLIMATE ACTION FUND INFORMATION GUIDE
Thank you for your interest in the Climate Action Fund. Before you get started, we recommend you read through this information sheet, and the Climate Action Fund Criteria available on our website. 

Climate Action Fund Purpose
The purpose of the Climate Action Fund (fund) is to partner with the community to enable projects that respond to climate change and build resilience in the Masterton District. 
There is a $130,000 pool of funding available in the 2026 funding round.

Eligible Projects
All applicants must be able to demonstrate that their project/initiative aligns with at least one of the following climate outcomes:
	Climate outcome
	What projects could look like

	Emission reduction
	Reduction of emissions generated at source, transition to renewable energy; improved agriculture practices.

	Emission sequestration
	Wetland and peatland restoration, planting projects, pest (plant and animal) projects.

	Enhanced resilience
	Adaptation projects, sand dune restoration, flood protection, emergency preparation projects.

	Enhanced biodiversity (with climate outcomes)
	Waterway projects, planting projects, riparian planting, ecosystem restoration, pest projects, sea-based projects.

	Water conservation
	Industrial projects, agriculture projects, large water tank projects.

	Climate innovation
	Unique or bespoke projects, potentially untried or under-utilised technology, that support climate action. 



Applications for $3,000 or more must also show measurable climate outcomes.  These could include the number of emissions reduced or stored, number of households reached, number of trees planted/area of land restored, amount of water saved.
Timing
Applications to the 2026/27 funding year open on Wednesday, 1 July 2026 and close at 4pm on Friday, 31 July 2026.

How much can be applied for?
· Minimum funding: $2,000
· Maximum funding: $50,000
· The fund can cover up to 50% of total project costs.
· The balance of project costs must come from other sources. Please note volunteer time can be included as part of your contribution - we recommend valuing it at the living wage rate.

How to Apply
To be considered for this grant you will need to complete an application form. 
If you would prefer to complete a hardcopy application form you can download this from our website or collect one from our Customer Service Centre, 27 Lincoln Road, Masterton.

Information You Will Need for Your Application
Before you start, please make sure you have the following information ready:
Your details:
· Contact information for your organisation or group
· GST number (if registered)
· Verified bank account details (you’ll need to upload a bank confirmation or deposit slip).
Organisation information:
· A description of what your organisation does
· How many people are involved (staff, volunteers, members)
· When your organisation was established.
Project details:
· A clear description of your project and its purpose
· Where your project will take place
· Key milestones and timelines.
Funding information:
· Total project cost and the amount you are requesting
· How the remaining project costs will be covered
· A detailed project budget (upload required)
· Quotes for any major costs (upload required)
· Details of any other Council funding you have received.
Climate outcomes:
· Which climate action areas your project will deliver (e.g. emission reduction, resilience)
· For applications $3,000 or more, measurable outcomes and how you will track them.
Supporting material (optional):
· Project plans, photos or any other documents to help us understand your proposal.

Submitting Your Application
Applications should be made via the online portal. You can save and return to your application as often as you like, but it must be submitted before the fund closes at 4pm on Friday, 31 July 2026.
Your organisation may be contacted by council staff or the Awards and Grants Committee members for further information if required. 
For further information about this grant, please contact Community Development by telephone 06 370 6300 or email climate@mstn.govt.nz. Please note that an incomplete form or missing supporting documentation may result in your application being returned to you.

Accountability
Recipients of a grant must complete an Accountability Form and return this at the end of the completed project or by 30 June 2027 at the latest. 
The accountability form will be provided with the outcome email should you be successful in your application for funding.
